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Keep checking the CRA Face book site 

For news flashes, updates/corrections to newsletters and alerts, make a point of checking the site at least once a week – and post your comments/events there too. 

We’ve been having trouble uploading pages on to the CRA web site so Face Book is a viable alternative at this stage. Eg meter reading schedule has just been posted.
Another housekeeping point – the CRA employed someone to sort out our data bases. To test if all email addresses have been integrated, a second email will be sent out after this one [CRA Feb news no 2], using the integrated data base.  If you don’t receive no 2 please could you contact Wendy – just put ‘No 2 not received’ in the subject line of your message – thanks. 

Ongoing bills woes
The CRA, with thanks to Cllr Gordon Mackay and Ward Committee member David Potter, has managed to help a fair number of residents who’ve had billing problems.
There is no doubt that public outcry has led to the City making a more overt effort to address the problems. Nonetheless most ratepayers take the view, “We deserve better than this.”
Please remain vocal and lend your support to all the public forums and action groups. Complaining to friends and family will not resolve the issue. Councillor Dave Dewes (victorian@icon.co.za) is organising a public protest in Braamfontein outside Thuso House, the City's Revenue offices [cnr Simmonds and Stiemens, parking at Civic Theatre off Stiemens] on FRIDAY 18 Feb from 08:30-11:00. Take a proactive stand if you’re not happy with service delivery...
Cllr Dewes has also initiated a class-action lawsuit against city manager Mavela Dlamini, who will be sued for failing to perform his duties. [See link on sister RA SAPRA’s web site - click here). As the CRA was informed that this would be an effective method of voicing our concerns and for forcing issues to be addressed, the majority of the CRA exec voted in favour of making a contribution to the legal costs, with the caveat that if the class action is not undertaken, our money is to be returned to us.
Have you joined Mobilitate? It’s a good community based web site – have a look - www.mobilitate.co.za
If you’re still battling with bills, you will probably have to go in person – the best place seems to be the Region E offices in Fredman Drive – far better than Braamfontein and Randburg, we hear. Also, a company called WSP may be able to assist - you only need pay them if they get a refund [15% of the recouped amount]. Contact Rene. If you’re a resident who has waited for a year or more to get back the deposit paid on a sold property, you might try this route. (The CRA has requested our Ward Councillor to investigate deposits – we would like to see the whole process changed. Let Wendy know if you’re affected.)
In the interim, please scrutinise your bills and continue to pay the average of your ‘normal’ bills - and read your meters! And a reminder – you should be able to retrieve your bills online, as long as you are registered for E-services – it’s a very easy process.
Town planning issues and the importance of membership

The hearing for objections to the Portland Ave CHP development is on 15 Feb. Town Planner Paul Kotze has been briefed. [We learnt that there are 26 B&Bs in a 3 km radius.] Among other things, he asked how representative was the CRA: a form of “attack” is to dismiss RAs whose membership comprises only a minority of residents. Our stats show membership as being approximately 37%.
We really do need your support to have more muscle – won’t you just click here and pay your 2011 subscriptions as you read this!

Contact Roly Meyer or Bianca de Roland Phillips if you have anything to add or report on town planning issues.

Security and crime
January 2011 feedback from the Parkview CPF shows that we still have among the lowest crime rate areas in the Parkview precinct [Greenside and Emmarentia are the worst affected].  Most of our incidents occurred between the times of 12:00 to 17:00.
Per CPF minutes Dec 2010 - the current favoured modus operandi is to identify a vulnerable property and use it to gain access to other properties via internal boundary walls and fences.  A tip: trim trees and vegetation on your pavement to reduce the shadows - criminals lurk in the shadows, and on neglected pavements. [And THANK YOU to residents who look after their pavements – the top of Buckingham, near Giles, is looking good – except for one abandoned property...]
Another alert - the Unemployment Insurance Fund (UIF) warns of con-artists posing as labour inspectors: do not part with money or banking details. A genuine inspector will always carry the necessary documentation.
Hot Spot:  The intersection of Republic and Jan Smuts

Congratulations to the CSS strike teams, working with SAPS Parkview, who have caught several criminals and retrieved stolen goods.

Waterfall Ave – 23/1/11: armed robbery. CSS found the stolen car.
Talbrager Ave: Feb 2011: armed robbery. CSS caught a suspect at the river who led them to guns and items in the veld. Two more suspects were arrested. [CSS note – all were from Zimbabwe. They come and leave by taxi, under the guise of restaurant workers, leaving stolen goods to collect later. Empty properties are also used.]
Click here for PSS information. Contact Ryan Roseveare, Glen du Toit for info.
Report ANY suspicious activity to the CSS control room – 0861-911-119.

What’s on

Join SHOUT, an effective anti-crime initiative and come to the “Celebrity Car Wash” on 19 February. Venue - Car Spa, 49 Rivonia Road, Sandhurst – just behind the Shell Filling Station. 94.7 and M-NET will be there. Book your place - contact Gill 082 410 1195 / media@shoutsa.com
ALL proceeds to go to Domestic Watch for the training of domestic employees in the fight against crime.
Next DW meeting – Friday 25 February at 12:00 at the Wesleyan Church, Norfolk Ave, CHP. The topic centres on explaining the new trends of proactive crime prevention undertaken by the security companies and how neighbours need to help each other
The Cell C Tour [cycling event] will affect traffic in the vicinity of Nichol and Jan Smuts on Sunday 20 Feb. No times have been given. There may be some information on http://www.tourofsa.co.za/
Unite and Walk for Autism" event at Zoo Lake, Saturday 26th March to celebrate World Autism Awareness Day. To register for the walk, please visit www.autismsouthafrica.org. 
Dial Direct Pothole Brigade:
Dial Direct is instrumental in getting potholes fixed in Joburg.  To log a call, or to find out more, got to:  www.potholebrigade.co.za
Voter registration
Have you checked if you are registered to vote in Ward 90?  Just SMS your ID number to 32810 and they will SMS you back as to whether or not you are registered and where you must vote. If you are not registered and need to do so at the next registration weekend in early March, you can find your nearest registration point by clicking on http://maps.elections.org.za/vsfinder/faces/default.jsp   
Don’t underestimate the importance of this election.  Whether you approve or disapprove of the way our City is run, your vote is extremely valuable. This is the only election where you vote for a candidate from a political or independent party to represent you in council. 
CRA Community adverts
Thank you to these advertisers who have paid their subs for 2011. If you are a member of the CRA email  Wendy to place an ad. [Note: community ads can be placed in every issue: business ads are generally limited to 3 per annum, except where the business renders additional services to the CRA.]

Don’t forget to visit the bookshop at REEA - weekdays from 09:30-13:00. Please support the Bookshop as all income goes to caring for the REEA Foundation’s more than 40 residents.
Social tennis close to home - Craighall Tennis Club, St Albans Avenue. Call Mike at 083 228 1693
For any property related question, valuations... call Dieter, your REMAX agent in Craighall and Craighall Park, at 082  439 7045. Should you trust us with the marketing of your home we will give all your carpets a FREE professional face lift.
 

 




