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	 "... you must remember, my fellow-citizens, that eternal vigilance by the people is the price of liberty...” US President Andrew Jackson, farewell address to the American people, 1837

Services update
Pik-it-up strike
We’re informed that the strike is over and our bins will be emptied tomorrow – Monday 4 April.  

Electricity outages
Much of Craighall had no electricity this past Saturday; Craighall Park experienced the same fate last Sunday – we don’t know why. A number of residents complained that they couldn’t get through to the City’s Call Centre – talk about being kept in the dark! Contact our Ward Councillor Gordon Mackay [083 886 2579] if you again experience a similar situation – Gordon followed up on Saturday night with City Power who promised to send out a team to look into the problem. Be warned though – if you read a report in the Mail & Guardian a couple of weeks ago, re extensive damage to a turbine at one of Eskom’s power plants, it doesn’t bode well for winter...

The trench digging...
The CRA noted that the contractors had inadequate toilet facilities and insisted that this be remedied. If you have any concerns and complaints, thanks to resident Sylvia Leybold-Kugler we have contact numbers - project manager Nico Lyon 082 452 0729; Ronel – onsite supervisor - 079 768 8421/ 079 177 2602.

· Telkom ADSL service complaint? 
· Email details [with dates and your call reference] to: esccentre@telkom.co.za (Telkom escalation centre) - the more calls, the quicker they will address the issue.
DON'T close your call until it is 100% fixed. Also having the call number open will allow you to get a credit from Telkom.

Toll roads
If you’re going to be affected, make your views known before the toll fee is finalised!  Food for thought - R91,000,000 per kilometre to widen our Gauteng motorways. R35,000,000 - R 48,000,000 per kilometre to create an original 4-lane highway in the USA... 

Crime alerts
There have been several recent incidents of criminals lifting electric gates off their rails. You can “tamper-proof” your gates – if you need advice, contact CSS – 0861 911 119. We have also asked CSS to do spot checks and alert residents who may be at risk.

12 March between 14:00-15:00 - a twin cab was stolen from the Colony Centre parking area.

19 March 14:00: a car stolen outside a property in St Albans Ave, CHP

23 March, Norfolk Ave – a resident’s dog was poisoned. She said the Craighall Vets confirmed that this was the second incident in the past few weeks.

SAPS ANTI-CORRUPTION HOTLINE
The HOTLINE numbers are 0860 267 787 and 0860 267 788: use these numbers to expose the bad guys and protect the good cops that serve us so diligently.
Election update
In a metropolitan municipality like Joburg, each voter will receive a ballot for their Ward with the names of the ward candidates [who may stand as representatives of parties or as independents]. The person receiving most votes in a Ward will win that seat. 

Each voter will also receive a ballot where they can vote for a political party. This is the proportional representation ballot (PR). The parties will then be given seats according to the percentage of votes that they received in the metropolitan area as a whole: this is why it is really important for you to vote, if you want the party of your choice to gain more seats. Each party has a list of candidates and the councillors are drawn from this list.

Our Ward needs help on Voting Day [18 May 2011], eg election day monitoring, transporting elderly people from Deansgate. The CRA has had several enquiries from residents who can’t vote, as they are not SA citizens – so this is an opportunity to be involved. Contact Gordon if you would like to play your part.
Offering a service to residents
The CRA has been informed that Pam Golding Properties is working on a similar project. Louise Kelly, who is assisting the CRA’s Community Affairs portfolio, is following this up and we’ll keep you posted. In these times of escalating costs, any discounts will be welcome! 

We need to do more work on this but in the meantime, here are some offers for you:

GATSBY’S REMOVALS – Garden and Housing “revamps”, refuse/rubble removal. Quotations on request.
CRA discount - 10%. 011 447 1460 / 072 767 0790        Email: GarthH@iburst.co.za

James Ellis Architecture cc in Craighall offers a 5% discount to CRA residents. 011 442 8123 /083 601 4159 www.jamesellis.co.za
David Fraser, a Craighall resident, offers a 5% discount in April to all CRA residents who place and pay for orders with Ideal Mirror & Glass cc, Kassy's Place, Gordon Road, Blairgowrie 011 787-8993.
Community notices
The Vegetable Exhibition and Scarecrow Contest
Whether you’re a beginner or expert vegetable grower, all are invited to participate.
Date: Saturday 14 May, 10:00-15:00
Venue: REEA vegetable gardens, Marlborough Avenue, Craighall  Park

For information and entry forms contact Daniella / 011 442 7031 / 072 207 8196.

All proceeds will be donated to the REEA Greenhouse Refurbishment Project.

River Market – second Saturday of each month – next one 9 April, at REEA, from 08:30-13:00. Buy wonderful organic veges and lots of great crafts.
whether 
Bach choir will be performing Requiem Cantique de Jean Racine. 
17 April 15:00 at St Martins in-the-Veld church, Dunkeld

Tickets R80 Bookings – 011 682-2776
Forever Pure Water - be a little cautious of a very persuasive salesman who has been operating in our area. A suspicious resident suggested that you should check www.watertestscam.org.za  before signing up for anything.
Found in Craighall Park last Friday - very young male border collie cross. He has no chip. In spite of advertising no-one has come forward to claim him. He needs a home – contact Monica: 082 684 6593 if you are interested.

And a reminder that your support is vital – just a click away to pay your 2011 subscriptions ! And an apology from your scribe – I am rather behind with updating the website but hope to update the ‘subs paid’ page shortly! Please can someone help me with web updating!!
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