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	“The world is a dangerous place, not because of those who do evil, but because of those who look on and do nothing.” -Albert Einstein

Blue sky stuff... 
To quote Jay Naidoo, “We need a robust civil society.” As an association primarily concerned with looking after the interests of our residents, we still need to be aware of greater concerns, especially education. 
· This is an appeal to any resident who has an interest in education and /or is a retired educator – Paulette Malcolm [Civic Affairs] would like to be able to offer to any pupil in our area access to the Kumon self-study method. Please contact Paulette / 082 452 9322 if you’d like to help with/know more about this project.
· For years we have been concerned at the degradation of the river area, especially the severe erosion of the banks. The CRA has engaged an environmentalist from EWT to present concrete proposals to deal with the problem... more information to follow.

We have one or two other possible developments in the pipeline. Our longer term goal is to make our area a Joburg flagship – and we will get there – together! What we know is that we have so many residents who have skills/contacts/a sense of community, that we really have all the ingredients to make the ‘blue sky’ stuff a reality.

SMS alert system
An example of getting a project off the ground is the recently introduced SMS service. Thanks to Nik Sakellarides and his wife Brenda, not only have they done all the leg work to implement the system, but they have also undertaken to pay the bulk SMS fee, although the CRA is ready to pick up the tab if necessary.
The first two notices were sent out on 11 July. There were a few hiccups and if you didn’t get the messages, please contact Wendy and we’ll check our data. The service will inform residents of a major crime notice / notices of eg power outages / water problems / important events in the community.

Crime update
There have been several incidents in the past two weeks.
· Norfolk Ave, 9 July, 19:00: shooting, three people wounded. Two visitors, in the driveway, were approached by two armed criminals. One of the victims was carrying a gun and a shootout ensued. Advice from our security team is that it is better not to confront such criminals, particularly when there is more than one of them who is armed.

The CRA and CSS reiterate how important it is to be always vigilant when entering or leaving your home.

We wish those involved in this incident a speedy recovery.

· Hamilton Ave, 27 June: a CSS guard heard screams. He alerted the CSS call centre and officers arrived whilst the robbers were still present. They instantaneously arrested two of the five suspects. Another two suspects were subsequently traced in Alexandra.
Undoubtedly vacant properties are part of the problem. CSS has undertaken to inspect every vacant property on a regular basis. Please contact Ryan if there is a vacant property /building site near you. CSS – 0861 911 119.

The professional proactive methods of CSS Tactical have been praised by the Parkview CPF. CSS informs us that their officers will receive ongoing specialised training sessions from Maj. Gen. (Ret) Michael J Fryer, who has recently joined CSS.
Important reminder re the CRA-administered PSS scheme: 
If residents who subscribe to the PSS scheme also wish to use CSS for their armed response service, CSS will charge that household R385pm for armed response (this is in addition to the R385pm paid to the CRA for PSS). However, if a household decides not to join the PSS scheme but wishes to use CSS for armed response only, the cost will be R485pm.

Next Domestic Watch Friday 29 July at 12h00, Wesleyan Church, Norfolk Ave, CHP. Topics covered range from crime prevention tips, to managing and saving electricity and how to avoid scams. For more info contact Sue Harris /082 659 1936 or Penny Steyn.

Town Planning
Report back re proposed cell phone mast in park area, cnr Talbrager & Waterfall Aves: a letter was received from the Joburg Property Company stating that the property “cannot be leased for the purpose of erecting a cell phone mast due to the objections received” – but then concludes that the applicant has the “...right to pursue this application further on condition that the said objections are adequately addressed.”

Community notes
Post cable laying: Dark Fibre Africa was informed that much of its restoration work was not up to scratch and so a number of pavements are being redone.

Recycling: resident Zann Hoad continues to explore viable and sustainable options for our area. Pikitup informs us that it will be at least two years before they implement recycling in our suburbs so in the interests of the environment, we think we have to do something sooner than later. Our dilemma is to try and find a service provider who can economically cover what is quite a large area at little or no cost to residents.

Still having a billing problem? Ward Councillor Gordon Mackay will assist you but you must first get a reference number. [Hint: if you phone the Call Centre number 011 375 555 after 19:00 you will normally get through more quickly. Otherwise try the Sandton People’s Centre in office hours – 011 582 1400.]

Mandela day 18 July: let’s give our 67 minutes... there is plenty to do just in our suburb – straighten the street signs, stop and pick up some litter, cut down some weeds outside empty properties [or hound the owners!], make a donation to REEA [011 788 4745], take a treat to Deansgate in Herpo Road, give a newspaper vendor a hot cup of coffee.... 
Dumping waste in the Spruit area along Marlborough Ave: if you see anyone dumping refuse please contact Paulette / 082 452 9322 – or CSS. Anyone caught in the act will be fined. This is such an unsociable thing to do... Maybe we can get JMPD to help us rather than remove beaded sheep outside offices in Sandton... 

Community events
· The first community wine tasting takes place on Wednesday 27th July, starting between 18:30 – 19:00. If you are interested contact Sue as numbers will be limited. Sue will send you venue, estate etc. details shortly.
· The community bring n braai held in June went well and we’ve been asked to do it again. The plan is arrange it on the second Saturday of every second month.
· Craighall River market – next one on 16/7 from 08:30 at REEA, next to Colourful Splendour nursery, Marlborough Avenue CHP.    
 
Subs reminder!
It’s never too late to pay subs! Our membership base is growing and that allows us to do more for you - CRA bank details are:
Standard Bank:      Hyde Park Branch
                   Branch Code:      006-605
                   Account No:        200 874 977 (Craigpark Residents’ Association)

CRA Community adverts
Thank you to these advertisers who have paid their subs for 2011. If you are a member of the CRA email Wendy to place an ad. [Note: community ads can be placed in every issue: business ads are generally limited to 3-4 per annum, except where the business renders additional services to the CRA.]
· Bipo, our gardener, urgently needs accommodation in the area. He has worked for us for 8 years and is honest, reliable and hardworking – he often helps out with feeding animals etc when we are away. Please contact Justine Morgan - 083 678 2064 - if you are able to help.
· Need painting done? Abraham is highly recommended - 072 058 6188. Contact Justine Morgan for a reference - 083 678 2064. 
· BLOCKED DRAINS          BLOCKED DRAINS          BLOCKED DRAINS
If your drain’s  in pain CALL ECO DRAIN, IN ASSOCIATION WITH Town and Country plumbing: CHRIS 083 357 4521 or BARRY 083 626 6210 
· WANTED: room for reliable, hardworking gardener. Dennis is looking for a room to rent for him and his wife @ R600 per month or to work one day a week for the room. Dennis - 072 448 5885. References available from Nikki 082 820 1800. 
· Camelot Spa at Triba – come and treat yourself. Find out about our special offers – contact Kristin 011 326 0152.
39 - 41 St Albans Ave CHP
· New in Joburg, a very high quality, affordable dog food - LUSAHN. Developed at Stellenbosch University and manufactured in an internationally accredited factory in Malmesbury, Lusahn is available in both adult and puppy. 20kg bag R400, 8kg bag R200, includes delivery locally. A percentage of each sale will be donated to the CRA. Contact Sue 082 659 1936/011 447 1845 or Paulette 082 452 9322/011 787 3680.
1. Visit the bookshop at REEA - weekdays from 09:30-13:00, now also on Saturdays 09:30-15:00. Please support the Bookshop as all income goes to caring for the REEA Foundation’s more than 40 residents. At R5 a book and a wide range of titles available, including an extensive non-fiction choice, you’ll never run out of reading material!

1. FUNDRAISING WINE TASTING EVENING FOR ZOO LAKE UPKEEP. Venue: Arcadia room, Westcliff Hotel, 17h30 for 18h00, 25th July 2011. For more information/to book contact Penny on phone 011 447 8540.
· Social tennis close to home - Craighall Tennis Club, St Albans Avenue. Call Mike at 083 228 1693
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