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Report backs
Local government election

Congratulations to Cllr Gordon Mackay on his re-election. The CRA has always found Gordon to be responsive but will continue to put him under pressure!
Ward 90 – election feedback

In Gauteng the DA won 18 Wards off the ANC – 7 of which were in Joburg. The DA now has 90 seats in Council out 260 – or 35% of the vote.
· In Ward 90, the DA won overall 7 178 votes out of 9 221 votes cast. This means Cllr Gordon Mackay was elected with 78% of the vote, with the ANC obtaining 19% of the vote and the other 3 % going to the remaining 9 parties that polled any support. [Cope – 84, ACDP - 22, PAC - 14, Freedom Front – 13, UDM – 9]


· Voter turnout was the highest since 1994, at 9 348 voters. This means that about 70% of Ward 90 voted in 2011, as opposed to 51% in 2006.

· The highest turnout was in Craighall/Park with over 3000 votes cast [the most emphatic DA victory in the Ward – with 84% of voters voting DA]. Rosebank Bowling Club in Dunkeld was the lowest with only 1 668 votes cast for the DA. 


So what does this mean for us residents?
Cllr Mackay says that governance will improve because:
· The ANC will be vulnerable to quorums in Council and committees. 

· A quorum in council is 50% or 130 Councillors. To pass most items in council you need a simple majority. That means 61 Councillors need to be present. 

· In Section 79 Committees, where ANC non-attendance has regrettably been evident over many years – the DA will be able to out vote the ANC and block certain items or have them referred back, unless all Councillors make a greater effort to be part of the information and governance process.

Comments Gordon, “Simply put, the DA’s increased numbers mean that the ANC will need to be far more accountable.
“From the DA’s perspective – 

· we also have more hands and eyes than ever before. It means we can do more, research more, argue more, contribute more. 

· Our new caucus also has advocates, attorneys, qualified auditors and accountants. Our caucus now possess professional skills that will give the DA an edge in dealing with both the ANC and City officials.”
Governance

A Ward Councillor – a part-time position – is heavily reliant on feedback from each Residents’ Association. While the CRA may give Gordon grey hairs, we alert him to every unresolved problem that we know of – so your input to us is vital. Representatives from each RA in a Ward are elected to the Ward Committee: this body considers for instance, requests for repairs/improvements from each RA and decides which ones should be put forward to the City Council.

If you want more of a say in what happens in your area, either join your RA or put your name forward to be a Ward Committee representative. No good complaining if you make no attempt to play a part – no matter how small – in making things better... 

CRA AGM report back
Thanks to everyone who attended – and again, to Hodges, Scrumptious and Pick n Pay, Craighall Park, for trays of delicious snacks. It was good to report on yet another successful year: highlights included –
· Dealing with the Pikitup strike crisis
· Assisting residents with major billing problems

· Upgrading of cnr of Jan Smuts & Buckingham Aves, Craighall Park 

· Managing the Public Spaces Security Scheme – PSS – with CSS Tactical: crime used to be the major problem we had to deal with – it is now negligible in comparison – and could be reduced further if more residents would join the scheme – it has been worth every cent, most residents say
· Ward Councillor established the ‘let’s fix it’ central site to monitor turnaround time - letsfixit@ymail.com
· Taximax – it took a year but the illegal business of selling second-hand taxis on a residential stand was finally closed down.

· World Cup – we played a leading role in the upgrading of the Jan Smuts/William Nichol traffic islands and arranged flags for residents and businesses to fly

· Keeping our residents informed through the CRA Face Book site and monthly e-newsletters. (And any resident in Craighall/Park who doesn’t receive the latter should please contact Wendy McAllister – wendym@creativecoms.co.za).

Some interesting stats –

Emails sent: Year to date 3 457 and counting

Letters sent to the city – Pages and Pages

Cell phone calls - in one month during the Pikitup strike+-130

Time in meetings / consultations with officials / consultants / security companies / SAPS Parkview etc - average 36 hours a month
Priorities for the year ahead

· Recycling programme to be introduced

· Online data base so you can update your details

· Environmental action plan to revitalise the Braamfontein Spruit
· Finalise CRA revenue model

· Updating Precinct Plan

· Solar Geysers Initiative

· Improving liaison with businesses in the area.

The full Chairman’s report will be on the CRA website shortly. We’ll advise you via Face Book when it has been uploaded. [NOTE: you DON’T need to join Face Book to be able to view the CRA’s site – we strongly recommend that you check it at least once a week as we post regular updates on the site but you can only post comments if you join the site.]

Community get together – 11 June Bring ‘n braai
Diarise Saturday 11 June! The CRA is organising a “Bring and braai” at REEA, next to Colourful Splendour nursery, Marlborough Ave, CHP. Visit before 12:00 the monthly River Market - loads of arts, crafts, organic veges etc - and then stay on for the braai and meet fellow residents and the CRA exec.

The CRA is organising the braai fires, salads and rolls. You bring your meat, plates, cutlery, drinks and a picnic blanket/something to sit on. It promises to be a fun day, with pony rides for the kids as well.

More community events planned

At the AGM, attendees were given a questionnaire to complete. Respondents said they’d like to see a wine tasting group and have quiz nights. If you’d like to participate in either – or both! - of these – or have other suggestions – either complete the Feedback form or contact Sue Harris [082 659 1936].
Next Domestic Watch Friday 24 June at 12h00. This is such a worthwhile programme but numbers have declined in recent months.  

It is an integral part of keeping our suburbs safer… remember a couple of years ago when every newsletter reported on yet another armed robbery or worse… Let’s remain proactive! If you need more information please contact Penny Steyn, 082 461 6968. Penny has, we hear, been nominated for the Checkers Woman of the Year.
The trench digging aftermath - urgent
Following Dark Fibre Africa's recent rampage through our suburbs, if your pavement or other area has not yet been reinstated to 100% of its original condition, please email Gordon urgently with precise details and location.
Load shedding?

Thanks to residents who’ve sent us the load shedding schedule on the CoJ web site. While officials have been at pains to say that this is ‘purely precautionary’, best be prepared... install a solar heater; get a gas heater and cooking plate; buy rechargeable lights. 

We’ve asked for clarification as the schedule is not clear which parts of our suburbs fall under which ‘outage date’. 
We’ve also asked Gordon to find out why there can’t be more flexibility, ie why should our area be potentially subjected to 4 outages a week at the same time. We’ll keep you posted via the Face Book site if we get a response. 
Telkom problems continue...
Reports continue to come in with residents reporting ongoing problems/ lines out of order etc. We were advised that a major cable from the Rosebank exchange was damaged during the Gautrain clear up operations. If you are experiencing ongoing problems, let Gordon know. We can’t promise a magic wand – there’s enough to do with winding up Council officials! – but we will need to make a fuss if the problems remain and are widespread.
Subs reminder!

Just to say again that without your subs support, we can’t be as effective as we would wish. Our banking details...
Standard Bank:      Hyde Park Branch
                   Branch Code:      006-605
                   Account No:        200 874 977 (Craigpark Residents’ Association)
CRA Community adverts
Thank you to these advertisers who have paid their subs for 2011. If you are a member of the CRA email Wendy to place an ad. [Note: community ads can be placed in every issue: business ads are generally limited to 3 per annum, except where the business renders additional services to the CRA.]
· Dinosaur Day at Sandton Field & Study - Sat June 11 – 10:00-14:00 - a family fun event. There will be a colouring-in and dressing up competition, and a competition for homemade dinosaur models. Companies are setting up stands to sell items from food to balloons, and there will be horse and tractor rides, magic shows, face-painting ... if you’d like a stand contact Julia 083 456 8912 or: editline@icon.co.za
The event is hosted under the auspices of the Friends of Field & Study organisation, an NPO that looks after the Park and works with City Parks to keep it in good condition. 
· Don’t forget to visit the bookshop at REEA - weekdays from 09:30-13:00, now also on Saturdays 09:30-15:00. Please support the Bookshop as all income goes to caring for the REEA Foundation’s more than 40 residents. At R5 a book and a wide range of titles available, you’ll never run out of reading material!

· Social tennis close to home - Craighall Tennis Club, St Albans Avenue. Call Mike at 083 228 1693
 

 




