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A civil servant is sometimes like a broken cannon - it won't work and you can't fire it.  ~George S. Patton
Action plans for 2010

As the CRA’s Public Spaces Security (PSS) scheme has significantly improved safety and security in our area, so it’s time to improve the appearance of our suburbs – the PPP project (‘Pride in Public Places’).

· With funding from Caxton community newspapers, the upgrading of the Buckingham/Jan Smuts upgrade is nearing completion.  
· We are currently obtaining quotes from garden service companies to come in and clean up the worst of the neglected pavements and open areas.  While City Bylaws require property owners to take responsibility for maintaining their properties, we all know – especially with abandoned /vacant properties – that it’s we who are left with the problems. Send Paulette Malcolm your list of offending properties.
· We also are looking at a comprehensive recycling depot.  We don’t want to cut across what is done at eg schools and REEA. The Pikitup pilot project in other areas is still in its early stages but neighbourhoods receive no income so we intend to explore what can be done to benefit our area. This may take some time – anyone who would like to be involved – please contact Paulette Malcolm [082 452 9322].
To do more, there is only one main way forward – please pay 2010 subs!  If more than 1/3rd of homes/businesses join the CRA and/or we obtain corporate support, we could afford to employ an area manager. (This was part of the rationale of forming a CID [City Improvement District] but this is on hold as the City has still not finalised its policy in this regard.) Everything that we can do to improve the safety and appearance of our area is good for our property values – and our wellbeing. For current members, click here (this list is updated at the beginning of each month).
Why always "not yet"?  Do flowers in spring say "not yet"?  ~Norman Douglas

Town Planning update
· 29 Roxburgh Avenue – investigating a complaint re possible illegal business activity.

· 14 Portland Avenue – one big headache. The ex “massage parlour” premises have been demolished and the owner - Michael Abramowitz – has stated he intends to build an 18-bedroomed hotel.  Plans do not appear to have been passed as yet: the CRA has contacted senior Town Planning officials for urgent action.
Contact Roly Meyer or Bianca de Roland Phillips for any TP problems/white notices displayed on properties etc.
Infrastructure and the “Lets Fix It” Campaign 
Don’t forget to report anything you see that needs fixing and then email the reference number to letsfixit@ymail.com. 
The CRA’s Peter Heritage last month submitted a 2-page monthly report to JRA. 
An interesting article about electricity [Engineering News]… “Though there is a need to use electricity sparingly, owing to a lack of sufficient generation capacity in South Africa, many cities rely heavily on the surplus revenue garnered from electricity tariffs. Some cities get up to 17% revenue from electricity tariffs. This means that cities are caught between using power sparingly and securing income at a time when national tax revenue has fallen by R27-billion.

In other countries, for example in California, in the US, tariff and revenue systems have successfully changed to reward energy efficiency rather than rewarding greater sales of electricity.

“What we must look at is having revenue models which promote, rather than block, sustainable implementation,” Borchers says. Read more…
Security and crime update 
Some  feedback:

· Residents must report all incidents to SAPS.  Parkview SAPS has 36 new recruits, currently mostly deployed at Zoo Lake and Emmarentia trouble spots.
· Plans are well advanced to put up a first camera as Spar with on-site recording plasma screen and the ENatis link to pick up and check car number plates; we’ll send a notice as soon as it’s live.
· SAPS Parkview’s Victim Support unit has a website – check it out - www.parkviewvictimsupport.co.za
· Corrupt Metro police officers - keep the Anti Corruption number handy - 0800 203 712 - and report any incidents – the best way to help stamp out this practice.
· Report ANY suspicious activity to the CSS control room – 0861-911-119.

· CSS reminds residents that they have a meet and greet service – PSS subscribers have preference.  (Another good reason to join the PSS scheme!)
· To join, contact one of the CRA’s security team -  Ryan Roseveare [083 300 1370), Tony Webb , Amy Allan, Richard King or Glen du Toit.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       Crime incidents that we know of  

Please note: if you know of an incident that isn’t mentioned here, please contact of the CRA’s security team.

· Westminster Drive: 31 January 2010, 20:30, house burglary (forced entry); house empty, alarm off.
· Jan Smuts Ave: 7 February 2010, 11:43, shoplifters arrested in shop. Suspicious white Nissan Sentra nearby (had false number plates - FDX 518 GP).

· Jan Smuts Ave: 8 February 2010, 20:00, business robbery. A white bakkie involved (no registration number).

· Montrose Avenue:  8 February 2010, 06:45, generator stolen. Vacant property involved.


Domestic Watch

Next meeting is February 26 2010, 12:00-13:00, Wesleyan Church, Norfolk Ave, CHP. The topic is "What To Teach Children Without Creating Fear".  Many of the attendees are caregivers, parents and /or grandparents and this “teaching” will help reinforce crime prevention lessons learnt.  
Please remember to ask your employees about amenities that they would like to see in our area and to bring such requests to the DW meeting. If a local clinic, for instance, is high on the agenda, this will help with negotiations with local authorities.

For more information contact Sue Harris.  
Reminder – please don’t stop with sending us those new email addresses of friends and neighbours in our area - just email Wendy McAllister.
Our condolences
We were saddened by the news of the deaths of two well known long time residents, Lecia Fleming and Harry Schwartz. On behalf of all residents, the CRA extends condolences to the families.
CRA Community adverts

Thank you to these advertisers who have paid their subs for 2010. If you are a member of the CRA email Wendy to place an ad.
REEA Foundation 

2010 - 75th Birthday Year 

WATCH THIS SPACE !!!!
· Remax Real Estate advises home owners whose property is registered in a cc, Pty Ltd or a Trust that the deadline to register the property in their own name is 31 December 2011. In this period the only cost is what your lawyer will charge you. Remax can offer assistance. Contact Dieter, a Craighall resident, at 011 217 6900 or 082 439 7045, email: dieter@remax-central.co.za.
· Experienced and professional builder including alterations, new structures, plastering. References by Craighall Park residents available. Contact Nicksen Moyo - 083 524 3619 or for reference, Marc  on 082 940 8028.
· Social tennis close to home - Craighall Tennis Club, St Albans Avenue. Call Mike at 083 228 1693
Whether it's the best of times or the worst of times, it's the only time we've got.  ~Art Buchwald



