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“The greatest danger in times of turbulence is not the turbulence; it is to act with yesterday’s logic." — Peter Drucker
While there is turbulence in our times, perhaps our logic should be that all of us are shareholders of Johannesburg City Inc…  as shareholders we have both a right and a responsibility to make our concerns and wishes known. 

The CRA is working hard to develop relationships with City and other officials as well as business, on the premise that it’s better to work together, to understand the needs of each side and look for constructive ways to get things done.
This past month, we have for instance:
· Invited two JRA officials and given them a tour of the worst roads and pavements in our area; attention has also been drawn to the informal taxi rank that seems to have started up on Rothesay Ave near the Colony;
· Met with Hyde Parking Shopping Centre, Southern Suns Hotels, Eris Properties (managers of Albury Park and the Standard Bank premises) and City Parks for the development of the Jan Smuts/W Nichol traffic islands and restoration of the pedestrian bridge area.
An ongoing process is constant contact with SAPS Parkview to ensure that, in particular, investigation into violent crimes does not lose momentum.
Naturally this takes time and effort and everything often takes longer than we would wish, such is the lot of the volunteer. The key to managing our area effectively is to have a salaried area manager. This has happened in Parkmore and we are in discussions to look at a more effective funding model. We hope to share recommendations with you shortly as a vital step towards putting our area into the “highly desirable” category.
Notices
• CRA AGM – to take place on Wednesday 21 April 2010
19:00 for 19:30, Craighall Primary School. 
Our Ward Councillor Gordon Mackay will talk to us and be available for questions.

• PUBLIC MEETING - Thursday 18 March
The City of Johannesburg is in financial crisis and close to bankruptcy. The DA is holding a public meeting to invite you to join and help us turn the city around.
Time: 6 for 6:30pm
Venue: St John's Church , Pam Road, Benmore, Sandton

• Earth hour - 8.30pm, Saturday 27 March, the greatest show on Earth for action on climate change – turn off your lights. 

• The “Lets Fix It” Campaign is focussing on a different area each month – this month it’s street lights out of order/any matter for City Power. Report the problem and then email the reference number to letsfixit@ymail.com. 

Security and crime 
Remember – four effective ways to be proactive –
1. Know your neighbours on all sides of you! Have contact info for everyone who lives on the property. Note also: palisade fencing is recommended.

2. Join the PSS scheme with CSS Tactical
3. Attend Domestic Watch meetings. Multitudes of horrific crime incidents can be prevented if our employees and their employers know what to look out for. The police say, “Crime happens in homes where domestics and gardeners are not attending Domestic Watch meetings.” Next meeting – Friday 26 March, 12:00, Wesleyan Church, Norfolk Ave, CHP.

4. Become a member of the SAPS Parkview Community Policing Forum. This will give you a direct means (and the right) to oversee SAPS service delivery in your own precinct. Security companies cannot operate in a vacuum and no security officer has any more powers than any other civilian. All effective security companies therefore work closely with the SAPS, particularly in our precinct, where joint operations are regularly held. See http://www.parkviewcpf.co.za/. 
• Crime incidents that we know of  
Please note: if you know of an incident that isn’t mentioned here, please contact a member of the CRA’s security team.
Buckingham Avenue has been targeted recently: it seems that criminals are hiding out at a vacant property at 37 Buckingham Ave. PLEASE – let Ryan Roseveare or Glen du Toit know of any vacant property in your vicinity.

• Buckingham Ave, 17 February, 15:20: shoot out between two cars.
• Buckingham Ave, 13 March, 21:45: armed robbery.
• Talbrager Ave, March: “cat burglar” still active, several robberies reported.
Town Planning update
Cnr Lancaster & Clarence – originally a “boutique” wine shop was planned – it seems that there may now be a full-blown bottle store – being investigated.
Contact Roly Meyer or Bianca de Roland Phillips for any TP problems/white notices displayed on properties etc.
Civic matters and environment
• A cleaner, neater suburb: We are interviewing and intend to contract a garden maintenance service shortly to clean up the worst public spaces.
• Thanks to resident Gill Creasy for organising the removal of paint on the rocks on the koppie area, corner of Rutland & Bompas. Honorary resident Edgar Droste in Dunkeld West continues to maintain the Beaufort koppie area.

• Swimming pool legislation: this is an emotive issue but on balance, the majority of the exec believes that the responsibility should lie with each property owner, rather than being obliged to spend upwards of R10 000 to comply – and noting that by-law enforcement by JMPD is far from effective. Written submissions must reach the Council by 31 March – if you feel strongly either way, please submit a feedback form to the exec before then so that we can gauge opinion.

• Noise: barking dogs and loud church gatherings are issues that we are dealing with. We suggest that you log a complaint, (and let the CRA’s Paulette Malcolm know about it) and thereafter, if there is no improvement, you can contact the City’s Noise Control officer, Eddie Page – 011 881 6099 / 082 559 3791.

• Dogs on leashes: when walking your dogs in public, please be considerate and have them on a leash - even if they mean no harm, dogs run up to other people walking/running and its quite alarming as you're not sure if they're going to bite you or not.

• Contact Wendy if you've had trouble with the City Council getting your address wrong. We are setting up a meeting with the City’s GIS department.
CRA Community adverts
Thank you to these advertisers who have paid their subs for 2010. If you are a member of the CRA email Wendy to place an ad.
REEA Foundation 
2010 - 75th Birthday Year 
WATCH THIS SPACE !!!!
• Remax Real Estate advises home owners whose property is registered in a cc, Pty Ltd or a Trust that the deadline to register the property in their own name is 31 December 2011. In this period the only cost is what your lawyer will charge you. Remax can offer assistance. 
REMAX is also offering free carpet cleaning.
For more information, contact Dieter, a Craighall resident, at 011 217 6900 or 082 439 7045, email: dieter@remax-central.co.za.
• TRIBA OPEN DAY 19 & 20 March, 38 St Albans Ave - bring friends, kids and dads along for the fun! The two-day event will be jam packed with exciting activities while we introduce you to TRIBAChild and TRIBAMother.  At TRIBA we help woman in motherhood to seek good health, ensuring the wellbeing of their family. 011 501 4740. 

• Experienced and professional builder including alterations, new structures, plastering. References by Craighall Park residents available. Contact Nicksen Moyo - 083 524 3619 or for reference, Marc on 082 940 8028.

• Excellent gardener and housekeeper have extra days available for work, 3 days and 1 day, respectively. Both are reliable and experienced. Anyone interested, please contact Jenny Cargill, jennyc@businessmap.co.za or 011 325 4633.
• Want to get rid of your old appliances? Contact CHP resident Ed Davies. From the sale of scrap metal, Ed assists with animal welfare. 082 888 0889
• Lovely Domestic Worker looking for a Monday job - Babongile 084 011 5807. We can highly recommend Babongile and would happily take her on full-time if we could. For a reference please call Sheay 083 305 7164 / 011 883 3197 (w)

• Social tennis close to home - Craighall Tennis Club, St Albans Avenue. Call Mike at 083 228 1693
Whether it's the best of times or the worst of times, it's the only time we've got.  ~Art Buchwald



